
	

	

	

	
	

Expanding Opportunities to Successfully Support 
Early Readers: A Five-Year Study of Reading 

Partners Colorado 
May	2017	

	

	

Mile	High	United	Way	Social	Innovation	Fund	Grant	
Subgrantee:	Reading	Partners	

	

Prepared	by	
Robert	Reichardt,	Abby	McClelland,	Jack	Hill,	and	Dale	DeCesare	

Auge



2	
	

Executive Summary 

Founded	in	1999,	Reading	Partners	recruits,	trains,	and	places	community	volunteers	into	high-
need	schools	to	provide	tutoring	for	students	who	are	behind	grade	level	in	reading.	Reading	
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Over	the	course	of	its	evaluation,	APA	produced	a	detailed	evaluation	plan	outlining	the	study	
design;	annual	reports	on	project	findings;	and	interim	memoranda	addressing	key	aspects	of	the	
study.	This	final	summative	report	incorporates	data	from	all	five	years	of	the	project	and	has	two	
primary	components:	

• An	impact	evaluation,	using	a	quasi-experimental	design	with	propensity	score	matching,	
designed	to	meet	a	“moderate”	level	of	evidence	under	the	SIF	evidence	framework,	
examining	whether	reading	skills	of	students	in	Reading	Partners	improved	significantly	
more	than	those	of	similar	students	not	served	by	the	program.	The	impact	analysis	draws	
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4. What	is	the	effect	of	participating	in	Reading	Partners	for	
multiple	years?	

Findings	in	response	to	each	of	these	questions	are	summarized,	
in	turn,	below.1	

Overall	Impact:
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particularly	effective	for	ELL	students,	helping	them	to	outperform	their	non-ELL	peers,	both	in	and	
out	of	the	program.	This	is	especially	important	as	55%	of	Reading	Partners	students	included	in	
the	analyses	were	identified	as	ELL.	

Figure	E.2:	Relative	
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School	leaders	reported	that	Reading	Partners	required	much	less	of	their	time	and	engagement	to	
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• More	tutoring	sessions	often	translated	to	more	tutors.	On	average,	students	worked	with	
two	additional	tutors	for	every	five	additional	sessions	received.	

• Working	with	multiple	tutors	did	not	necessarily	mean	that	students	did	not	have	
opportunities	to	build	relationships	with	another	caring	adult.	The	median	student	received	
45%	of	sessions	from	a	singe	tutor	and	over	half	of	students	had	a	primary	tutor	who	
provided	at	least	13	of	their	sessions.		

• Reading	Center	Coordinators	play	a	pivotal	role	in	ensur
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Looking	forward,	it	will	be	important	for	Reading	Partners	to	encourage	program	innovation	so	
that	its	staff	remains	engaged	and	the	organization	can	capitalize	on	new	opportunities.	For	
example:	

• Reading	Partners	Colorado	may	benefit	from	its	new	freedom	to	include	AmeriCorps	
members	in	program	delivery.3	These	new	team	members	could	be	engaged	as	Reading	
Center	Coordinators	(potentially	reducing	costs)	or	as	full-time	tutors	who	could	quickly	
grow	their	literacy	expertise.		

• Reading	Partners	could	pursue	new	uses	for	its	strong	program	curriculum,	such	as	in	a	
summer	school	setting	or	through	licensing	with	other	programs.		

• Reading	Partners	may	find	opportunities	to	introduce	new	programs	and	foster	future	
organizational	growth	by	leveraging	its	expertise	in	volunteer	engagement,	school	
partnerships,	and	program	expansion	and	replication.	

	
Pursuing	opportunities	such	as	these	will	help	ensure	that	Reading	Partners	can	continue	to	evolve	
and	grow	as	it	seeks	to	reach	greater	numbers	of	students	across	multiple	states	and	communities.	
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